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OFFICE OF SUPT. OF PUBLIO INSTRUCTION, ۳ 

GorpENDALE, ۲۲۰۲۲ Sept. 80, 1881. А 

To мв Excellency, the Governor, and the 6 > 
Assembly of the Territory of Washington: 

GENTLEMEN :—I have the honor to submit the following report upon 

the schools of the Territory of Washington, for the two years ending Aug. " 
81st, 1881 Very respectfully, your obedient servant, А 
JONATHAN 8. HOUGHTON, A 

Territorial Superintendent of Pub. Inst. 4 


ae 


— 
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In presenting this report, it is with pleasure that I call attention to the NES 
progress our schools have made in the last two years, both as to efficiency 
and numbers. The large immigration that is flowing to this Territory is A 
greatly increasing our number of pupils, so that, in some of the eastern 
counties, the number of districts is more than double what it ‘was three 
years ago. The present school system of this Territory, molded and guided 
by the school law of 1877, has had no small influence in securing this large ea 
addition to oüf population. 


* The immigrant, seeking for 1 himself and his children? & new ‘home ¢ on А 
our frontier, ever asks the question:, What facilities, for the education. of 7 
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my children, shall I find in the new country to which I am going? And 
with commendable pride can we point to as good asystem of districtschools, 
as can be found in any of the older states; graded schools in our cities and 
larger towns, and a growing University for those who demand the higher 
education The efficiency of our schools is well maintained by our statute, 
making it the imperative duty of county superintendents, to visit each 
school in his or her county, at least once a year, to note the progress of the 
pupils, to enforce the course of study adopted by the Board of Education, 
and such rules and regulations as.may have been adopted to further the in- 
terests of our schools. This efficiency is still further promoted by county 
superintendents holding county Institutes, as required by Jaw, in counties 
having ten or moreorganized districts. I believe this requirement has been 
complied with, ın every county ‘having the requisite number of districts 
Reports of large and enthusiastic Institutes have been received from Spokan, 
Columbia, Walla Walla, Yakima, Klickitat, Clarke, Cowlitz, Chehalis, Thurs- 
ton and Whatcom counties. That of King county was called at the same 
time the Territorial Institute met in Seattle, in 1880, and was largely at- 
tended. 
8017001 LAW. 
The school law of 1877, on the whole, has given very genéral satisfac- 
tion. The practical application of some portions of it, does not fully sus- 
tain the expectations of those who framed it. An explanatory clause, or a 
rewording of some of its sections, seems to be necessary. A com- 
mittee was appointed in both eastern and western divisions of the Terri- 
torial Institute, to present to the Legislative Assembly, the changes most 
needed. This committee is composed of experienced educators, school 
and county officers, who have had practical experience in the workings of 
the law, and know where it is most defective. The section referring to 
the apportionment of the school funds, and that relating to special tax, 
seem. to have occasioned gréater difficulties than any otlier portions. A 
very simple provision would-obviate all the difficulties found. 
EXAMINATION OF TEACHERS. 
* Great diffiéulties are found, by many of the county superintendents, in 
getting teachers, holding the highest grade certificates, to attend the county 
examinations, to sitas members of the County Board of Examination, from 


the potent fact, that they cannot afford the expense. No provision is made - 


in the school law, to pay teachers, so called to assist county superintend. 
ents; consequently some counties do not, (cannot,) have the required exam. 
inations; they simply grant permits and there let the matter rest. 
A.notable instance ‘of this character occurred in the large county of 
Cowlitz, Mrs. A. B. Huntington, being county superintendent. One of the 
teachers she summoned, would have to spend an entire week, to say noth- 
ing of the pecuniary expense, to attend her examination; so failed to 
attend. This same individual told me а féw-weeks since, that he had ac- 
tually paid out sixty dollars, in attending examinations in-that county, and 
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that he could stand it no longer. That worthy superintendent informed me, ۳ 
it was impossible to tell the amount of injury, such a state of things 
worked for her and her teachers. In Spokan, Columbia, and Walla Walla 
counties, the number of applicants is so large, that it takes from three to five 
days to get through with the examination and issue the certificates. Now, ^ 
to expect teachers, who have capabilities enough to hold a first grade cer- 
tificate, to be willing to give a week's time, and pay their own board and 
traveling expenses,for the small honor of being a member of the County 
Board of Examination, is simply preposterous These examinations usu- 
ally occur when teachers are engaged in teaching, consequently it works a 
hardship, not only on the teacher, but to the district employing such teacher. 
Let us abolish the County Boards of Examination, or pay them a 
reasonable compensation for their services 
EXAMINATION 
Written examinations were established when the late schoo! law was 
adopted, and have given very general satisfaction. This afforded a great 
relief to county superintendents, who were пої well versed in the methods 
of ‘examination, and weeded out a host of mcompetents that were ever 
“swelling the ranks of the school teachers. The average standard ûf scholar- ; 
ship in pupils of the same age, is fodrid to be higher, and'the general morale 
of the schools much improved. 
BOARD OF EDUCATION. 
"The Board óf Education came into existence under the law ot 1877. ‘at 
the last session of the Legislature, the following members were appointed - 
Мг. J. J. Brown, of the First Judicial District; Rev. В. Thompson, M.A, 
of the Second, (who resignéd ‘in April, 1881); Mrs. P. ©. Hale being ap- 
pointed to fill the vacancy; and Mr. F. E. Eldredge, of the Third District. 
The Board has held three sessions во far during my term of office; the 
fourth session convening on the same'day tlie Territorial Legislature ‘meets. & 
It has:prepared questions for the semi-annual examination of teachers, by-the 
county superintendents, and ıssued’a number of Territorial certificates hy 
examination, and on well authenticated certificates and diplomas from-Nor- 
mal Schools and State Boards of ‘Education. No-changeshave been made __ 
in the rules and regulations adopted by the first Board of“ Education, for. 
the government of schools'and'teachers, except to allow semi-annual exam- —— —— 
inations of pupils for promotion in the’graded schools of Séattle ~~ `> "n" d 
WORK OF THE SUPERINTENDENT. ©. .~ *.- - l ` 
Within the lasttwo years, I have traveled, for school Durnoses, directly ^T 
over 4,000 ‘miles, visited over thirty schools, held three Territorial Institutes, Zu 
attended'six county Institutes, and expect to attend two, if not three, more, | 
; before the expiration of my term of ofièe.” Thé appropriation allowed for Sanne 
the Superinténdent to travel on, atter deducting the expense’ of printing : 
blanks, ete., is so small, that he can ^not travel the time required by law, -` 
unless at his own private expense. The'numbér of- school districts has 0 E 
increased, since the.ndoption of thé school Don tbat nearly double the 
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amount of blanks are now required that formerly were needed, and some 
have to be omitted entirely. The inconvenience to teachers, school clerks, 
and directors occasioned by the want of these blanks, is of nosmal) moment. 
For the want of them, distant officers fail to Teport to the county superin- 
tendents in season for them to report to the Territorial superintendent, and 
he is delayed in his report. to the Governdr. | Atthis writing, Sept. 21st, nine 
counties have not reported. My honorable predetessér experienced- the 
same annoyance. It is hard to tell how this difficulty can be ovarcome. 
The law requires that the average attendance of pupils should be shown in 
this report; butcounty superintendents do not give the average in their 
reports, consequently I am out the privilege of furnishing that impor. 
tant information. А 
WHAT I8 REALLY NEEDED. 

The first important matter to be settled is, either to spend more money on 
this work of Territorial superintendency, or spend less. It is almost im- 
peratively necessary that the superintendent give his whole timeto the work. 
The Territory needs to be literally stumped, so to speak, in the interest of 
schools. Our population is not yet sufficiently enthusiastic on educational 
matters, to support a journal in this Territory, devoted wholly to school 
interests; so, for that reason, the superintendent should visit & large num- 
ber of:school districts, and talk with the people on this vital subject. The 
majority of the people, are willing to do all that is necessary to support our 
public schools, bnt, in many instances, they do not know what $a really 
necessary. [have found some individuals who did not seem to understand 
that blackboards, even, were really necessary, in the schoolroom of to-day. 
So little of what is really needed, can be done with whatisnow appropriated, 
that it amounts to nearly nothing, excepting tho gathering of а few statistics, 
which could be as well done by the Secretary of the Territory. The cause 
of education would be much шоге advanced, by giving to the normal de- 
partment of our University, what is more appropriate to the office of Terri- 
torial superintendent. If is certainly not a wise measure to abolish that 
office, but to continue it, in its present limited work, isnot sound policy. It 


ïs to be hoped that a wise and liberal policy will be pursued in this matter, 


consistent with our ability, intelligence, and the needs of our schools. 
` COPIES OF THE 801100] LAW. 

The supply of copies of the school law has long since been exhausted. 
Numerous have been the inquiries for copies аё this office, by school officers 
lately elected, butnone could be supplied. The want of such copies has 
put those officers to very great inconvenience, and a good deal of perplexity. 
The law requires that each school officer shall have one copy of the school 
law. When we consider that there are at least four officers in each district 
it 18 evident that a large number should be printed to supply the demand. 

NORMAL SCHOOL. 

The great discussions that are now going on in. our land, in regard to 

our public schools, show this most potent necessity, if we would have the 
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schools what the age demands, they should be, viz: That all instructors 
of youth $hould be professionly.trained in the.work of school.teaching 7 
It-is now recognized. by Germany, France, England and the United . 
States, that teaching is a profession, and that there is a science of teaching. 
If either of the above propositions be admitted, then must the necessity of 
preparatory schools, for teaching, be acknowledged. The Hon. В. G. North- 
rup, one of the leading educators of the day, and now secretary of the 
Board of Education of Connecticut;-safs-that, a committee of the State.of 
*New York, after a year’s study of the Normal Schools; Teported unanr ^ 
mously in favor of them. Hon. J W. Dickinson, secretary of. fhe Board of 
Education of Mass, says of the Normal Schools of his State “They are - 


accomplishing, in à most.successful manner, the ends for which they ۵ 


Y > 


М 


-a 


3 


established " 


x 


The report of Prof А; J. Anderson, President of the University, is sub- - 
joined, in which. he sets forth the needs of that institution, and briefly , 
touches upon а -plan for support of a Normal Department there. His 
demand, it seems to me, is altogether too small to meet the public wants. 
We should mot be twelve or fifteen years in doing what we, could and ; 


КИ 


ought to do in two or three. 


{commend his report to a careful consideration, ani hope a wise and -- 
liberal appropriation may be made to our University. 
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STATISTICS. 


The subjoined tables of statistics willshow the growth of our schools, 
since the establishment of the office of Superintendent of Public Th. | 


struction, in 1872. 


GENERAL STATISTICS FOR 1872. 
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GENERAL STATISTICS FOR 1875. ' 
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It will be seen, by the reports of the county superintendent, that our 


schools are in & ‘prosperous condition. 
It is very evident, that written examinations, together with teachers’ 
institutes, have weeded out many incompetents in the profession, and the 


average standard of both teachers and schools, been very much improved. - 


The schools are of longer duration, higher wages are paid teachers, county 
superintendents are visiting more schools and oftener; school directors are 
more particular in their work, (although there is opportunity for a great deal 
more improvement in that department of school management) and are fast 
learning, that, in school teaching, as in every other business, the best 
` article always brings the highest price, that good and well furnished schoo] 
rooms, a8 well as good teachers, are absolutely necessary, in order to have 
good schools. The number of new school houses built the last two years, (about 
seventy) and the number of new districts organized since “1877, (over two 
hundred and twenty, some counties have not been heard from,) speak yol- 


umes in favor of the energy and interest taken in school matters, by the 
immigrants to our Territory. - 


We have no occasion for discouragement, but ought, rather, to boast 
that our schools are аз well sustained, and suffer nothing in comparison 
with those of many of the elder states. And we have this advantage over 
them; we are younger than they are, and have more time to profit by their 


experience. We need not pass through the stages of doubt and error Hey 


э. 


have, but whatever good work they have acocmplished; we can take it at 
their hands and make it our own and improve on it ifzpossible. Г 

Many of Ње suggestions made by some of the supbrintendents, їп their 
reporis, are worthy of serious consideration. From the unanimity of 
opinion, on some points, it is very evident that the present workings of some 
portions of our school Jaw occasion serious inconvenience to those subject 
to its requirements. The May and November exáminations should. be 
changed to some other months. Nine-tenths of our schools are in session at 
the time mentioned, so that teachers must be working on permits, and. 
when the examination occurs, they must suspend school to attend that 
À slight change in the time would do justice to all. 
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COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS. 
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CLALLAM COUNTY. ^ 
NEw DUNGENESS, August 20, 1881. 
Dr. J. S. HOUGHTON, А inox 
Superintendent Public Instruction: - 
Dear Str: Isend you my report for the présent year. Ina broken, 
sparsely settled county like this, there are, of course, obstacles to a rapid 
advancement i in prosperity, which do not exist in more favored localities ^ 
We have had no private schools in the county for the last two years. Ihave 
been pleased to observe a good degree of interest in educational matters dur- 
ing my tour through the county visiting the schools. The teachers seemed 
to he working faithfully to advance the scholars. : 
The uniform series of books ія a great benefit to the schools. - I think 
we will be able to-make a much better report in another year. 
"V In regard to improvements in the school law, it seems to me that sec- 
tion twenty-five is faulty inasmuch as no provision is made for the payment 
of the two persons holding the highest grade certificates, whom the Super- 
intendent must call to his assistance for the purpose of examining teachers 
i Yours truly, ny get gy 
` : SMITH TROY, ` "s 
1 Supt. Schools, Clallam Co, W.T. | 
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CLARKE COUNTY. 


Dr. J. 6. HouanmToN, ` MOM 
Superintendent Public Instruction: | 

DEAR Sm: Inreply toyour inquiries, supplementary to those embodied 

in the general report, I will say that the condition of our schools, when 


af 
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compared with that in the past, shows a steady and substantial growth. In 

the work of building upschools, the people of Clarke county are confronted 

by many obstacles. The average settler, who is endeavoring to make him a 
home in this wooded country, and af the same time compelled to support a _ 

4 ` family of children, finds it exceedingly difficult to build schoolhouses and 

Ny otherwise furnish the necessary means for the support of good schools. 

This is especially the case in new and sparsely settled neighborhoods. 

In view of the fact that this condition of things is common throughout the 

Territory, I am of the opinion that it justly demands a change in our Jaw 

, relative to the apportionment of school funds. In Nebraska, and I am in- 

formed that it is the case in other states, one-fourth of the school funds, 

apportioned to а county, is divided equally among the several school dis- 

tricts, while the remaining three-fourths is distributed according to the 

х number of children reported. In support of such a provision being incor- 

porated in our law, I would further say, that the cost of running a school in 

a district reporting twenty scholars is about the same аз it is in the one that 

reports fifty; but under our present system of apportioning, the latter would 

receive two and a half times as much as the former. Again, the wealthier 

cf, class of our citizens are generally found in the more populous districts, and 

v hence these are better able to make special provisions for the education of 

their children. Such a measure would work to the general advantage of 

our public schools, and is in full accord with the primary object of our pub- 

lic school system. Much of our educational prosperity in this county is due 

to the fact that our county commissioners have taken advantage of the lib- 

eral provisions,made by our legislaturo for the support of our public 

schools. Last year a tax of seven mills on the dollar was levied for this . 

purpose, from which the sum. of $5,435.00 was realized. The receipts from 
this source will evidently be increased the coming year. The good effects of · 

this increased school fund are already apparent. Several districts reported 

eight months’ schoo] within the past year, and these and others have already 

made arrangements to hold thé same number of months within the next, 


The public schools in Vancouver have, for several years, been supported 
"entirely by public funds. `The term has been increased to nine months, but - 

until better school accommodations are provided, our school must remain in a. 

condition not very creditable to our town. ‘About seven hundred youth, of 

. school age, were reported in the district at the last census, yet our school 

К building will not accommodate one-fourth of that number. The school is at 

present divided into four departments, two of which are held in rented 

buildings. There are three other schools maintained in the town. Holy 

Angels’ College, a hoarding and day school for young men and boys, has 

at present about fifty students. The-Sisters of Charity have an attendance of 
about fifty boys and girls, exclusive of about one ыны рр under *: А 

their charge. ce ae 
St. Luke’s parish school, under the auspices of the] Protestant Epfscopat 
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church, has usually an attendance ‘af about chy, principally Б, and tias- 
"also opened with fair prospects. А ` 

In conclusion, let me say that the coming year promises accellerated 
progress in our intellectual, growth. A new era in-our material prosperity 
їз upon us. Our favored location, rich soil, and abundant resources are 
"bezinning to be appreciated, and immigrants are pouring into different parts 
of our county in increasing numbers.--A а rule, these people have leàrned 


to value and support the public school, and we hail their advent with. 


brightening hopes. With these aud many other unmistakable evidences, of 
educational growth, we confidently look forward to a day in the near 
future when Clarke county will take her place in the front rank, and march 
forward in Tull harmony with the true spirit of the age. 


`В. ROBB, 
Supt. Schools, Clarke County, м. т. 


r 
— ‘ ‘ 


‘COWLITZ COUNTY. « ii 


CASTLE Rock, September 14, 1881. 
Dr. J. В. HOUGHTON, 


~ Superintendent Public Instruction: ый < 

Dear Sm: In accordance with the requirements of law, Therewiths A 
mit my report of the condition of the public schools of Cowlitz county. Thet 
ate twenty-six organized districts in this county, in all but two of which—these 
two having less than fifteen children of school age—school has been main- 
tained at least three months during the past year. One district maintained 
ten mouths school, ‘employing two teachers, at a cost of about one thousand 
dollars, half of which was raised by subscription, w which, 1 think, shows а 
degree of interest most commendable. 


Tt is very gratifying to observe that our-people throughout the whole ` 


county manifest a greater degree of interest in educational matters each ۰ 
ceeding year; exercising much carejn the selection of teachers, endeavoring 
to secure as good talent as possible for the, amount of money to expended, 
which, however, is not always sufficient to secure the highest. ., ^ 


During the past year twenty-three teachers have been employed in the | 


various schools of the county, thirteen of whom hold. firat.grade certificates 
elsewhere, most of them being graduates of different institutions of learning 
in Oregon or the eastern states. The employment ‘of во many teachers of 
high grade cannot fail to raise ‘the standard of d schools of Cowlitz 
county. г XUI 
Four Teachers’: Institutes have been held in di county, considerable 


interest having been taken in the last, at which some fine original essays. 


were read; the discussions which followed being both interesting and profit- 
able to those in attendance.. zu 


As it was impossible to comply with. the opening clause of section 
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twenty-five, school law, the regular May examination was not held in this 


сү county. Those persons holding first-grade county certificates were duly in- 
+ 


vited to “assist,” but declined to accept my urgent invitation; not feeling 
justified in closing their schools and incurring the expense attendant upon 
a trip to, and two or three days’ stay at the county seat, to perform а service 
for which the law provides no compensation; in View. of which, who can 


censure or charge them with neglect of duty or Jack Pl 1uterest. ше "cause 
of education ?" 4 m 


Upon a previous occasion Isuggested a change in this particular section, 
and I now think that section twenty-six should be amended also so as to 
give county superintendents the power to grant at least. a temporary certificate 


۰۷ (good for three months from any date, or perhapssix months). Our law differs 


in this respect from that of Oregon, and other states, and strangers, accus- 
tomed to these different laws, have visited me, supposing that the private 
examination would entitle them to a certificate good for their term of teach- 
ing; but, in compliance with our law, have been compelled, within three 
or four weeks, to close their schools and return to the county seat to attend 
the regular examination; being thus subjected to extra expense to obtain 
what is perhaps but a temporary certificate to them, as they may not have 
been engaged to teach for more than threo months. And, though perfectly 
satisfied as to ability and qualifications, I may not re-issue a permit without 
violating the law. This is no imaginary or infrequent case. 


In some districts school commences the first Monday in April; in other 
districts the middle of September or first of October. 


Duriug thé present month I have been visited by a young lady teacher 
residing in Multnomah county, Oregon, and holding а first-grade certificate | 
—who had engaged to teach a three months’ term, in this county, and who 
was greatly disappointed to learn that [would grant nothing but a permit, 
good until November public examination. The expenses of her trip to me 
amounted to five dollars and a half, and she would be obliged to undergo an 

- equal expense tosecure the continuation of hér license to teach, at November 
examination. Section eighty does not help the matter at all, asin remote 
districts, there are none willing, if-competent, to act as deputy. 


Why our superintendents cannot be entrusted with the power before 
mentioned, is difficult to understand, and in my humble opinion such limit- 


3 ing of authority reflects little credit upon the competency mid judgment oi 


the county superintendents of Washington Territory: 


I have written thus at length upon this subject, because three years’ ex- 
perience with the workings thereof has fully convinced me that а change 15 
imperatively demanded in sections twenty-five and twenty-six, Washington, 
school law; ‘They аге the only really objectionable parts of tne school law 
and the only ones to which are made ۵ constant subject of complaint. They 
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т. múch hardship to teachers, : and а к great. Meat or per 


plexity and annoyance to ۰ 23 
"Yours, most m ee T 


с 2, . ANTOINETTE В. HUNTINGTON, ‚зу 
۳ ' оо, Вар. Mc. Cowlitz оозу, Te 
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_ 8 COLUMBIA: COUNTY. ` NEUES d 


И PES "Datos, September 1, ёг 
Dn. Ј. 8. Ногантох, Е . 


"Buperintendent Public Instruction: ' — ^ 77-77 t 
DEAR Br: Columbia county was, originally, a part of Walla Walla 
county, and on. account of conflicting opinions, I cannot say vir “When 
and where the first schoo] was taught.” у ^ 


During the past year, eight new school districts have "Been e) 
and two have lost their organization through failure to comply with the. 
law. A majority of the districts, organized within the  pashtwo years, have >» 
erected neat and comfortable buildings, and within the comin g year probably 
all present organized districts will have büildings completed. 

The proportionate enrollment in the public schools is small from various 

«Causes; the distance from schoolhouses, contour бї the country, etc., also 
from the fact that a number of our districts, in the mountains or spargely 
settled communities, are able to huve school only from three to five iad 
the number of teachers does not equal the number of districts. 

The number of certificates as given above inchides only those in full 
force and effect; that is to say, in this county, within thè past two and one- 
half years there have been ten first-grade ‘certificates issued ; within ‘the past 
one and one-half years there have been twenty-six second grade certificates 
issued, "arid during the past ten months there have been seventeén third-grade . 


certificatés- issued. ~ шы ed 
Wages paid teachers vary бот. $35 to 0 Tor ‘mates; to from 45 тобо 
for females: ' ^ 


'On'account of ۳ of: bisinks,a dumber ‘of clerk's reporte were 
not full; hence the amount of "special: taxes,” and some minor: details are 
not given accurately, but are estimated from the information in my posses- ... 
8160. . In the matter óf "graded schools,” ‘while the town of ‘Dayton Ваз the 
only regülar school of. this’claés, a vigorous effort. is being made to-reduce 
the teaching in all the schools of this county to one.system and grade. . This 
will be:partially, if not wholly, accomplished within the coming year. 

* A “volume,” perhaps would be. needed: to express our'objectious.to the 
jpresent'school law. Its conflictions . and” indefinite . passages, methode pře- 
seribed; for organizing school districts,’ holding ‘teachers’ examinations, pay- ` 
ing county superintendenta, appropriations for.use of the Territorial . Board 
' of- Education; salary . of ‘Territorial superintendent, manner, of securing the 


a - > m 


exchange of text books (the idea of secuting :уоой books for Aothing in.:ex- 
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change is absurd), and soon through the law. The best legal talent may find 
ample room to differ concerning the present school Jaw. - The members of 
the Teachers" Institute of thia -county take pleasure in lifting up their 
voices in condemnation of Davies & Peck's arithmetics and Watson's series 
of readers. They also desire a change that will give us Normal Institutes, 
and provide for the expenses of tutors and teachers’ examinations, А. “school 
library" should be provided for every district school,“and any teacher who 
has поё taught for at least one year should not Бе eligible for any other than 
a third-grade certificate. Teachers all over the Territory should be required 
to follow the same “grades” in their schools, and a great deal more of prac- 
tical English teaching, and less of text book, should be required in the 
“course of study,” the grade would require. When it is possible, I would 
favor a law compelling parents to send their children.to some school; and 
until it is possible, I know of no better way to secure the greatest possible 
attendance at the district school, than to apportion money among districts 
according to average attendance at school, rather than according to the 
number of children in the district. “The latter is paying a premium on pop- 
ulation, the former on education." 
Very respectfully submitted, 
FRANK M. McCULLY, 
` Supt. Schools, Columbia County, W. T. 


ISLAND COUNTY. 
COUPEVILLE, September, 1881. 
Dr. J. S. HOUGHTON, у | 
Superintendent Public Instruction : . 
DEAR Sm: Our schools in this county are in а favorable condition, as. 
far as funds and good school houses are concerned. But in regard to our 


` public schools, as a place of education, I must say that in my opinion. they 


are a failure, considering the amount of money expended. Itis very easy to 
say that a thing is wrong, but not so easy to say how it can be improved. 
Asthis is a subject that-would require a long article to discuss, and be 
out of place in а, report of this kind, I shall only give a few reasons for a 
change in the powers of a superintendent. | 5 
If I did not feel at heart the importance of the education of our child- 
ren, and their starting in life as reasoning, thinking beings, I would not in- 


trude my ideas upon you. 
I think that it requires more knowledge and tact, ta teach. common. 


‘school with thirty to fifty scholars, and only one teacher, than it does in а 


higher school when itis graded. Butírom my observations, sll thé teachers 
on. this coast adopt one method for all schools; and thatis, to have the same 
studies every day. ‘Now, if they study all the branches specified in our school 
daw, they will have forty minutes to each study. Now, I claim that in forty 
minutes, all that a scholar can do is to memorize and repeat what somebody 
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else has said, and not what he kiows аёпмеу; he ias по. time, nor has thé - 
tencher to exemplify any; of: the. gtudies.: For this reason; а scholar ecomiés 

a mere machine, to retain а:10 of generalities, and not particulars. ~ -. 05 

_ ‘True knowledge is.comprised in particulars, and to.attain that, it ‘ought ` 
to be the aim and duty of all teachers, and it should bein the power ofa - 

superintendent to compel them-to do 80, Now, with the powers that a sup- 

erintendent t has, if he thinks that he he can improve the method of teaching, he 
can only suggest his ideas to the’ teacher, who dan adopt -or rejeet them, at - 
his pleasure, for he is employed by the directors; while, if he was employed . 
by the superintendent, it would be в different matter, Jor then he would be 
able to enforce his ideas of teaching. | А "CELO 
-: “There arg many other reasons of vital interest to the schools that could 
be said in favor of this change, but I hope your good кшш willsuggest 


om с 2 


"many of ۰ guo de MI A, vm 
ася (2 E . Yours E te et 
. i et H: H. LLOYD, E - 
ЖЕГИ. E £x Вор: Behools meng County, 1 T. 
JmFFERSON COUNTY y HEN у 
is ; МЕ: I ° TRONDALE, Septembér 14; 1881, 2 


Dr. J. В. HOUGHTON, 

Buperintendent Public Instruction: 

Dear S: I have this day, made my report to you, as eit Tad 
The schoole in this county are in a flourishing condition at present, and ^ 
none but good, teachers are employed. There are six ‘organized districts in 
Jefferson county, in all ‘of which school has been taught three or more 
‘months during the year. АП the schools have been visited officially, by the 
county seperintendent. The district school-houses are во distributed. over 
the county, аз to make nearly every man-in reach of a school- house, and, 
with few exceptions, these school-houses are. comfortable buildings.. There 
is one graded school in the county, situated at Port Townsend. ` 4 
: sets ‚ ~ Respectfully yours, ~ A > 

А * : . VIRGINIA М. HANCOCK, | ix 

Superintendent Schools, Jeffergon County, X EN LM — -- 
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I 4 KITSAP ‘COUNTY. WE CELERE 
Port GAMBLE, September 14, 1881.. 7 я 
‚Ра... S. HOUGHTON, ‘ NEC D 
Buperintendent Public Instruction : 
DEAR Sr: ‘E have just received. yours of IOth instand, tab: too 4 
late}, will endeavor to make nmends-for my sin of omission, by sending you 
зоте 20۳۸-0۶ report of the condition of schools in Kitsap county. oW E 
My letter of the 2d was written in Seattle,, where 1 was subject to.con- 
stant intérruptions, one of which was в visit to the dentist's office during the z 
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writing, and the letter was scarcely finished in time for the mail. It occur. 
red to me at the time that I had made no report of the schools in the county, 
8 although, in my haste, and under the circumstances, I hardly knew-what 
1 had been written. Two of the schools I had not then vised Fen Bae 
and Port Orchard. 

In the Ягі place, there have been many changes in teachers in the 
county, which, I need notsay, is invariably a detriment. а 

Мт. Frink, the teacher i in Port Gamble, seems to have taught to the sát- 
isfaction of the people and his pupils also, leaving only to go into business. 
Mr. C. C. Meades; a graduate of a Normal school in Nebraska, succeeded 
him, but taught only a month. He seems to have failed to give satisfaction 
through Jack of energy rather than from. any other reason. He was not dis- 
charged, but. preferred to leave the place, and I have never met him since. 
I visited the school March 24th. - 

І was sent for to take charge of the school, but hesitated to do so because 
its reputation had been thatof a school hard to manage. I need not say that 
I have been agréeably disappointed. The pupils seem to come readily under 
discipline, and I hope I have succeeded in rousing an ambition to redeem 
themselves, and to feel a love for and an ipterestir their studies. They have 
numbered during the past year thirty-nine, with an average мышы of 
thirty. 

No. 2, Port Madison, isand has been for some years under the dans of 
Mr. McDermoth. 


He seems to take quite an interest in his school and scholars, who ap- 
$ pear to have made very good progress. The principal fault I find with the 
Н : school is а lack of order. І cannot think that the highest degree of progress 
|| | can be made without that “first law of heaven,” but he may not agree with | 
ti 
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ne His school has numbered more than any other in the county, having 
| between forty and fifty, with an average attendance of forty-two. 
i | No. 8, Seabeck, has also changed teachers pretty frequently during the 
| po + past year. Miss Weller and Miss Lombard were in charge until the present 
- time, the latter teaching from the middle of January till the end of June. 
| | The school has numbered some thirty-four, with an average attendance 
| . of twenty-seven. 
The schoolhouse is the finest in the county, with desks of modern make 
and convenience, and everything intended for the pleasure and improvement 
of the pupils. n 
Mr. McCoy, of Seattle, Ihave Rn, is to be the teacher the coming 
term. t 
"No. 4, Port Orchard, numbers less than the other districts, and the at. 
ex tendance is very irregular. The children, with the exception of some half 
f dozen white children, (only two ofsvhom now remain) are half-breeds, and, 
VS as might be éxpected, are lacking in ambition, and | it almost кеш a mosie 
of money to try to support a school there. - 
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۰۰ When I visited them I found:on the first day-but five in attendance, and ^ ~ 
and the gecond but three! There-had been a rush to hop-picking., and. fish. 


ing, aud. &chool was but, а secondary. consideration. чол. Lowe E 
« Miss Е, E. Babbitt has been teaching in Port Orchard. „Shei isa faith- 7 А 
ful, efficient teacher, and has been much liked. — , م و‎ Tu Б i 


^- No. 5, Blakely, has; been, steadily- incrensing in. numbers owing to the 
establishment of.a.shipyard there. sa- 

Mr. r. Detering i is in charge,-a faithful, painstaking Gaher The school: 
which numbered some thirty-two, at the commencement of the year, had at 
‘ite ‘close forty-one, with an average attendance of twenty-five. ~- - 

Of the new district, I can say nothing as yet, as the census has not yet 
been sent me, and: I do not know what they intend doing in the matter ot a 
school. . They acted rather informally in. ee iod оа to. the new 
directors and clerk. ۳ ES E 7 

+ Ibad written. to Mr: ‚ Hoskinson, | of Eagle- Harbor, (a, uae commis. 
sioner} that I would be in Port Blakely during my vacation, and could ad. 
minister the oath to.one of their number, (the directors) and he in turn could | А: 
swear in the others., Mr. Н. was‘himself to be the clerk. He conceived °; 
that he, a8 county commissioner, could, in. my absence, administer the oath, J 
and did.so, writing afterward to know if he had done anything unlawful! 

I believe only four officials have authority to administer oaths, viz: А ` › 
notary public, probate judge, auditor and county superintendent, S n 

I told him that if not absolutely unlawful, the proceedings would have. 
had & better look had he and his son, not, been interested parties, one as di. ˆ 
rector and the other as clerk. ` i 

"I omitted to say, in its proper place, that a fine, larke school-house ‘is- 
heing erected at Port Blakely. 

Ihope this report, meager as it is, will reach you in time, and regret 
that I did not send it at first. - “ 


ae mo 


Yours respectfully, : 
i L. M: ORDWAY,  — 
* ` Supt. Schools, ‘Kitsap County, W. Т. 
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US. ; KLIOKITAT COUNTY. ОО مک‎ 
و‎ ` GOLRENDAZN, Md 1, 1881. MENS 
DE. J. 8. Нопонток, t А Do а aes ^s Е 5 
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Buperintendent Public. Instruction: " RN : Mk aie < 
‚ Dear Sra: There are at present twenty-eight organized districts in - ? 
Klickitat county, in all of which, school has been taught: this year. The еў 
average school term for 1881, is four months... Twenty-two teachers {have wa 
been employed, eleven males and eleven ‘females. Average salety. of. 
teachers per month, excluding board, males $42.00, females 42900. Num- . - ۱ 
“ber of children, between 4 and 21, 1458, Sehóol fund from. all. sources thia 
` year, $4398.68. `` Ў Nu. а eu 
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Our -schools are in better condition to-day than ever before. Our 
school fund has increased since September 1, 1880, $1494.67 The law com- 
pelling teachers to attend the Institute has been enforced, the effect of which, 
І am pleased to say, is а general waking úp of educational interest in our 
county. School ‘officers, as well as patrons, have coe to the conclusion 
that there is something more in teaching school, than | pimply the name; that 
it 13 a trade, as well asa profession; that proficiency is only” пиаре by 
continual practice or Preparation. 

° Districts, that. two`yesrs ago paid only $25.00 per month, now pay 
$40.00 and $50.00. Several districts have levied'a special tax of 8 mills this 
year. We have one graded school, “Goldendale Academy." It was organ- 
ized in the fall of "9. The building consists of four rooms. First built by 
stockholders, afterward sold to District No. 7, for $3000. The school was 
well managed, under the principalship of W. A. Wash, for two years. The 
piesent teachers are J. T. Eshelman, Principal; F. D. Eshelman, Intermed- 
1ate Departmant; Mrs. E. Nelson, Primary Department The schoolis well 
patronized from all parts of the.county. Special inducements are offered 
to young men and women desiring to fii 'themselves for teachers. 


Three Institutes have been held in the county. The last session was 
held in May, twenty-four teachers present. Great interest was manifested 
throughout the entire session. Adjourned to meet the first Wednesday in 
November, 1881. 2 
i I am, yours respectfully, m 

J.T. ESHEDMAN, ` 


susc Schools, Klickitat County, W. T. 


MASON COUNTY. 
Masox CouxTY, August 31, 1881. 
Dn. J. 8. HovanTos, 
Superintendent Public Instruction: 

Dear SIR: This county is small, sparsely populated; staple product, 
lumber. We have ten (10) school districts, with a disposition and inclin- 
ation, on the part of the people, to educate the children. In my ten years? 
experience, as tax collector, I have never heard a single complaint against 
the paying: of school tax, even by the lumibermen, who are single men, 
hence, have no children.. There is too much stress Isid upon the amount 
of school tax, and not quite enough private energy displayed, to lengthen the 
three months, to aay four months’ school, or the year; however, we uctual set- 
tlers are of tlie pioneer class, absorbed in, the building and improving of 
our homes,—slow work in a timber country.. xs 

1 have one grave complaint to make; Occasionally here, ag elsewhere, 
the directors will allow political and neighborhood feuds, introduced into 
school management, to the great detriment of the. children, in obtaining the 
education that is due them, and that they, in the near future, will so need, - 
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ment, but; why should there he; to a subject that leads to such vast. results, Е 


a > PUBLIC.INSTRUCTION... , 


prt © IBDUCATIOR.. 


What’ a ‘theme for all supefintendents to treat орбо, and it should be: a 
part of their duty to impress upon school, directors, and'others, to act upon 
school matters, separate from every -other consideration, “and all work 
together on the subject of éducating the apibus and give. them: an ample 
share of the unlimited stock + 2 ^ 
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we MINERALOGY 


a ARA 23 
Should be taught in our district schools. "Reflection says so; in this Terri. - i 
tory, more .especially, coal and iron; for how deplorably ignorant we-are 
upon that necessary science. .Crude specimens (easily obtained) of-the dit- 
ferent varities of coal, also iron; might be kept in a rough cabinent, in every 
school house, with a.tendency to practical results;—how much may be 
taught that isnot taught in available books The "school marm" that will 


not touch coal (for fear of soiling her hands) should not be allowed to teach. 


А: part of the time now devoted to geography, might be devoted between 
that study жем кышуы Much morecould be said; but, enough. i uis 
: AGRICULTURE. - m IE - 
Would it be well, is it time to call the attention of the incoming Legis. 
a Bs Jature to the subject оѓ purchasing or otherwise acquiring land (while it is 
cheap) for the establishment of а” combined. agricultural school, des. ) 


„о © 


А. law might be enacted, (not compulsory) whereby each senate 
through, its commissioners, could purchase, or, rather, set side; for under the 
present law, every county has land bought in for taxes that they do not 
know what to do with. For the purpose of agricultural schools, now orin 
the future, under spirited management, such institutions would soon be 
self sustaining. There willbe. opposition, or, rather, apathy to the move- 


to the permanent welfare of county, territory-and ‘state or nation? - Agri- 
culture made interesting to oyr youth, might divert them from the channel 
of wanting. to become lawyérs, doctors, or preachers, of which we have 
already а surfeiting surplus. No danger of a surplus of farmers, gardener, 
or forest- growers. | 


LS 
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In alluding to mineralogy and agriculture, I would not ‘subtract from 
any of the present required studies, but ptosécute: them with all vigór, and 
try and provide for the infants of our day, so às to prepare them to cope with - 
the rapidly revolving vortex of surroundings, that would otherwise peipléx _ - 
them on the coming twentieth century and 80 educate them, that беу, will 
watch with & jealous ‹ care the "perpetuation of our. government. : br ү "IP 
7. 7 Yours very;respecitully, ` ; oo 


КОКС IX ёр эш ОЁ ROBERT WATKINSON; : ` 
E Un ECT ۱ . Supt. Schools; Mason County, W. T. ^: 
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PIERCE COUNTY. 
А SuMNER, August 26, 1881. 
Der. J. 8. HOUGHTON, : - “С 
Superintendent Public. ТЫЙ аш : 

Dear в: Ihavethis day completed the tabular report required’ of 
me. Two of the clerks have failed to report, therefore. 1 am compelled. to 
send you only a partial statement, for which I ani very sorry. I hope by 
another year to give a.better report of this county. ^ 

І have visited nearly all thè schools in the county, and find that the 
teachers have little or no helps іп the way of maps, charts, ete. The schools, 
with the exception of three, are mixed schools. "There is nota thoroughly 
graded school іп the county. ‘This is owing to the small amount,of funds 
given to each district, and not a lack of interest, generally. Ina number ` 
of schools, one teacher is compelled to teach from forty to fifty pupils, with 


‚ nearly as many classes. 


I hópe, however, that the time is not far distant when this will not be 
во, for the county: is increasing in population quite.rapidly, and we hope to 
have the school law amended so as to get a part of the liquor license money 
for the school money. 

"Very respectfully, 
7 C. A. McCARTY, 
Bupt. Schools, Pierce County, W. T. 


t 


т 5 } 
! PACIFIC COUNTY. 
Bay CENTER, Beptémber 1, 1881. ~ 


Dr. J. S. HOUGHTON, 

Superintendent Pablic Instruction: i ۱ 
Drak Sra: Educational interests have seemingly been estimated in 
Pacific county, during its past history, as. of comparatively secondary im- 
portance. It is ОЁ very infrequent occurreüce for any special effort, outside 
the expenditure ofthe general schoo! fund, and yet, I am pleased to be able 
to report a general improvement in this respèct, though less than ів desir- 
able. ~ 

There are, in my opinion, some weak points in our school dior which 
could be easily remedied by efficient legislation. -Section 25, Title 8, in. my 
opinion, is unjustin its requirements of teachers, many of whom receive small 
wages. I think it but, just, that they should receive mileage, atleast suffic- 
ient to pay the expense of travel,.and, in addition, the same pay for their 


b 


services that would be required in. jury or election services. 1 ‘would also . | 


suggest with reference to Section 26, that it be definitely expressed, that teach- 
ers requesting "Permits," are required to submit.to an examination, that the 
superintendent may "know óf their qualifications, Much difficulty has al- 
ready arisen'or this point, Because of many vitizens and parties desiring “Per- 
mits,” claiming that such is'not required by the present law. I understand 
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the spirit of the;law, to require:such examination, either. public'or- private, | 
as will:give evidence: of competency on the part Of: al: parties. dez. 


sirous of engaging in teaching. “Otherwise the requirement: 40 ‘attend: the. 
regular examinations, ав specified by Јах; becomes ОЁ no force or.effect: , 


2 In the examination of teachers, I find it:very‘conimoi for them: to be^ 


deficientin‘ arithmetic.’ This could’ be ‘obviated, in’ gteat'measure, by fe? 
quiring thoroughidrill in every -school in -intellectual "arithmetic. © Many 
teachers do not like to teach it, and other t teachers, àtid- ап: occüsionál i super- ' 
intendent,.do.not sêem fo think it of any ‘importaiicé.- iT would therefore. 
suggest that it be required by law. - Му 'experiénce"in teaching “and оёр 
wise, convinces mé that its importance-carinot be'óverestimáted.- ^ 17 ^v 
It ‘has ‘been impossible, with the material available; and: “the: extreme’ 


inconvenience of traveling in this county, tohold a Teachers’ Institute; bat’ ۱ 


we are discussing the subject with a'view to practical results, if possible 
at an early date. ' F MO = Р ny ze. $3048 


past‏ بط 


In the matter of compulsory education, I деб it the greatest available’ 
means.of preserving: life, and giving, health to any -nation иаи and 


therefore, of necessity, indispensable. ° ,; و هه‎ Ge PE nw 240. 
pus BE Yours respectfully, Pod P кав е 
"E x cà ‚ МВВ.А. L, BUSH, ..,, 
WU ری‎ Е و مد‎ -Supt Schools, Pacific County, Woran. А 
ae BOUES „е ~ $ 
j SNOHOMTSH COUNTY. мр اچ‎ - 
i х Бхономівн. Ситу; August 16, 1881. 
De. J. S. HOUGHTON, ue 1 gs d gU Ы 
Superintendent Public Instruction: M P. : 


DEAR Sig; Purauant to your request as contaiped in the rote appended 
to blank forth for superintendent's report, I send you herewith a one his- 
tory of Snohomish county schools, pe 

-It is to, be presumed, from, the fact that this form of report hag been i in 
use since 1879, that the past history of schools has been supplied. . "However, 
I will give synopsis of our history, from. the earliest records of the superin- 
tendents journal.- Although, these entries are meager, dew and far Between, 
there 1 is still enough to:portray-the healthy growth ‹ of „pur е educational inter: 
eats. in Шеве few'yeara—a ‘growth that ‚ speaks: well, for,our scliooL system, 8 and 
one that will. compare fayorably, I hope, "with: ‘any “ойт sister coünties.,- . 

` The county was first districted—or more properly ‘speaking—orgénized’ 
inte school district; embracing ithe . whale: of Snohomish:.county; and 'дев- 


ignated “District No. 1," cin’ the year 1860. -Зсћоої; was орепей: Ше same: — 


summer, ina building situated: 11 the eastern:part.of the city, known аа the; 
*Blüe.Esgle'"by Miss Ruby Willard. This was the-first school: din бпоћог 
mish county,:and the.ala “Blue Eagle” the frst: schoolhouse. ^ '. 5 mam 

„This 918 попе hada: very checkered history, and was'one-of:the,"Jand 
marks” of the county until. 1879, when itsteppéd down. and out;heving, 
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outlived its usefulness. Inasmuch as it was the firat house in which school 
was kept in Snohomish county, a few words touching its career will not be 
out of place here. It was built in 1864, by Mr. E. C. Ferguson, one of our 
oldest settlers, as a store house and hall, and it has been dignified аз The, 
Court House,” for therein justice wasswont to be administered; as “the 
church,” for therein “God the Father" was worshiped “in spirit and in truth >" 
as “the schoolhouse,” where the young idea wa trained in the mysteries of 
“readin, ritin and rithmetic:” and then came‘its dark days. The shadow of 
evil was thrown upon it; and its reputation blasted as “the saloon,” where 
death was retailed at so much a glass; where men robbed at the gaming ta- 
ble, and drunkenness and revelry made night hideous. And then—one step 
lowerstill. It is gone and nothing remains but the name, aud that a by- 
word. 

In 1815, school district No. 1, then somewhat curtailed, builtthe present 
schoolhouse. This house has a seating capacity of sixty or seventy; is fur- 
nished with the latest improved seats, wall maps, etc. 


Snohomish county since 1866, has been divided into twelve districts, 
struck off from district No. 1. The date of the organization, year in which 
these schoolhouses were built, and the number of children of school age, 
etc., is shown in the following table: > ۴ 
No. of Dist. Organized. Schoolhouse built. No. of School age 1881. 


* 


1 1866 1815 14 

2 Nov. 23, 9 1877 21 

8 Aug. 24, 1872 (shake) 1878 45 

4 Oct. 25, 1872 1877 61 

5 May 20, 1818 1878 28 

6 May 9, 1874 1819 17 

1 Oct. 26, 1874 1878 45 

8 Dec. 5, 1814 1816 25 ۲ 

9 Apr. 14,1877 . 1880 33 

10 ug. 18, 1877 1880 il 

11 ay 5,1880 No house. 17 

127 May- 20, 1 80 

The following is a Jist of county superintendents from date of organiza- 
tion to the present time: 
۶ و وه‎ ео ه و و‎ оь ۰-۰ مج و هه و‎ eee هه و‎ а чех aUe Bible Bie ها امه‎ CG Oe ele за RES ما‎ ipee 
H.McClur **v*^eó^settt4*-99609*9242942985964* 64448489294 е фазое о و و و و و‎ + о 869- 
H.D Pi سور‎ и و هو وه ۶ » ۰ ۰ و و و‎ ipe هه‎ 1810-1900 
W. Н. Reeves, Dr. А. C. Folsom.......... esee eene rave s 1875-1877 
James Town, H. A. re Oye ааа нае Наваан РЕР ЕРШ 
Rev. « 0 ۰ 8611006۳ ons هه‎ Ax. ۰ سر و و + ه‎ 
یر‎ ма ae و‎ tian ea 1881-1898 


The total amount of school funds reported to superintendent, McOlurg, 
in the year 1969, was $318 11-100 against $2048 51-100 in 1881. The whole 
number of children, of school age, reported the same.year Was but23. This 
was not ‘а correct report. The next year, 1870, 49 were reported. The 
reports of 1881 show a total of 423, an increase of 874 in eleven years. * 

Notwithstanding our progress, nuinerically and financially, we have 
not been able to organize а graded school in-the county. There is now 
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some hopes of accomplishing this'much.to-be-desired end, though not flat 
tering. Those who interest themselves in the matter predict its advent-at 
an early day, basing their argumenta on our, present prosperous times. ^." 

Schools Nos. 1 and 4, ot Snohomish City and Stanwood, are quite’ well 
advanced, taking the lead in the county. Neithér of- these schools терон 
any studies in advance of the common branches ° ^: 

All of our schools are well supplied. with text books as prescribed by 
law and adopted by the Board of Education. No complaints come in against 
teachers, all of whom are doing good work and have given satisfaction gen- 
erlly. 

Hoping you will find this report satisfactory, and with оой wishes for 
our educational interests, I bég to remain, 
‘Yours truly, ` 0 

. С.А MISSIMER, 
Supt: Schools, Snohomish Co, W.T , 


Li > 


STEVENS COUNTY., . ' 


۳ Fort COLVILLE, September 5, 1881. 
Dr. J. 8. HOUGHTON, ` 


X» 


^ 


Superintendent Public Instruction: 
DEAR Sm: From the school moneys collected and disbursed in this 
quarter during nearly a score of years, a large proportion of the children 
the county failed to derive any substantial advantage, and have grown up 
with very hazy ideas of the alphabet of the language. y 
"That portion of Stevens county, between the Columbia and Spokan 
rivers, 80 miles from north to south, along the line of thé Colville valley, is 
divided into only seven school districts, and that the pupils enrolled and in 
| ry attendance upon school comprised. but one-third of the whole number of 
~ children of school-age, was partly due to the sparse’ population and the ex- 
> tent of the respective districts, but still more, perhaps, to a lack of interest 
in education of a majority of the people, anû to the conspicuous absence of 
competent teachers. 
It is however gratifying to know, that the apathy formerly displayed in 
relation to the ‘character of the schools, and the qualifications of teachers, 


is giving way to influences and sentiments, more in harmony with the en- 


lightened spirit of the Territory. Whilst, (with a single exception), no favor-. 
able mention can be made of the present standing of the schools, I am glad 
to be able to commend that of- District No. 2; taught by Mr, D.- T. Stuart, 
-who appears ta possess many of-the qualifications of a successful teacher, 
as evinced in the training and progress of his pupils. In default of “any 
school records, beyond those ofthe present year, I reply to such» of your in- 


quiries as ۲61۵46 10 an earlier p com information furnished* by = an old . 


resident of Colville. ESE is 
"The first school was taught at the Hodeon's Gay Fort i in 3881. The 
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first public school af Fools’ Prairie in 1862. Five schools were taught 
during the past year. Number of School Districts, Т. Of school houses,-4; 
in all of which instruction was given the present year. Children ой. school 
age, 221; under 4 years, 53. Four male teachers arid oné female wêre em- 
ployed, holding one first grade certificate, ond second grade, two, third-grade 
and one permit. Amount of school fund, 1881, 700, Wages paid 16201628, 
$40.00 per month. Average duration of schools, three months, Received 
from special taxes, $0. New schoolhouses built, fone, JTeachera' Institutes 
held, попе. Graded schoóls, none. A E 

"Do you favor the enactment of a Jaw compelling parents or guardian 
to send their children to some school?" Yes; but in a county like this, of 
“magnificent distances" and few people, I think an exemption might be 
made in regard to children under 8 yearsof age, whose parents or guardians 
,live four miles or more away from an established school. 

Trusting that my next annual report may prove more satisfactory than 
the actual situation enables me to make the present one, I have the honor 
to be, 

> Your.dbedient servant, 
,. HENRY WELLINGTON, 
Supt. Schools, Stevens Co; W. T. . 


SAN JUAN COUNTY. 
San Juan, August 30, 1881. 
Dr. J. В. HOUGHTON, t 
Superintendent Public Instruction: 
DEAR бтв: I beg leaveto forward you ту annual report: 

Two new districts have been organized in this county since my last 
report, thereby enabling al} the children in the county to attend some school. 
I am happy to say that the progress made this year has been satisfactory. ' I 
regret that the average period of tuition isnot longer, but as the population 
increáses, we shall be able.to have more school funds at command. > 

I am, dear sir, : 
Respectfully yours, 
WILLIAM BELL, 
Supt. Schools, San Jusn County, W. T. 


‚ BEAMANIA. COUNTY.. Ж 
NN ۲ CASCADES, oni 18, 1880. 
Hon. J. 8. HOUGHTON, 
Superintendent of Public Instruction: 
Drax Sm: In addition-to the tabular. statement mm by jou, I 
may state that the first public school that I have any record of was oon | 
at the Cascades in 1862. i4 г 
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„ * There are six School Districts in’ the county; ‘two. of which &re joint _ 
with Clarke county. Each district lias 4 schoolhouse; in which achools ~ 82 
have been "taught thé past school year: Theré: are ‘at this (ime ive! schoóls. 
being taught. BT NET 

The number of children; as reported, over four and under twenty-one, 
is 228. The number under four Yeats of age ‘is 64. Children enrolled, 150. 


Six teachers have bonn. employed the past year, As no Teachers’ In- , 
stitute has been held, and no Board of Examination organized in the county, iex 
permits have been granted to three female teachers, who held first zrade cer- 
tificates from other counties. Two teachers, _ one male and one female, in А 
the two joint districts with ` Clitke county; “hold certificates from Clarke 
county, and one male teacher who holds a Territorial certificate of first 
grade, SUY Gu et 
The amount of publie school funds apportioned for 1880; was $55034. . . 
For the year 1881, from the tax rolls, I estimate $650.00 for school fund. The 
teáchers receive from, $25.00 to $33.33 per month and “board around.” ` Gen- 
erally from three to six months of school are taught; bui the average is 
about four, months, and one-half, throughout the county... ‚ә > 
No report has been made of any special tax the past year, ' Frequently, 
when funds : are ' required, above the regular school fund, they are made up 
Љу subscription, and no mentioa made of it in the reports. N o  schoolhouses 
have been built the past year. Ое i: 
Г hear no complaints in regard to the shoal law., I: am well pledsed 
with it generally; but would suggest the propriety of giving ‘county super- 
Э intendents authority | to make apportionmenta whenever the, public. would 
be benefited. I would further suggest that the mode ‘of election, and. the 
term of office, of district clerks, be specified by law, which is at present left 
out, though probably the old ‘lew may hold good in that matter, Rot, com- 
ing under the repealing clause of the Washington School Law. i think ail ~ 
of our school law should be embraced i in опе book. , 


z- tat 
As we have no graded achools in this county, та am of, the opinion that 
the atudies, now authorized by law, are amply suff 
So far as this county. is concerned, I should 
school law, from the fact that many families live long 
achoolhouses; and, in many instances, the older child Mil 
ed on the farms during seedtime and harvest. . aW E 3 
We had a compulsory school law from 1811 to 1919, i this ها‎ у 
but I never heard of its being enforced in any оће instance. Bo far as Clarke 
and Cowlitz counties were concerned, it was practically i å deni letter oh the | 
Statute book. 0 Е б کت‎ 
There is generally à good Mb of interest manifested’ in' regard to our п 
schools by àll classes of people. During the past year, Thomas s Moffett, Esq. n4 
of Cascades, supported  private'school for 4 term of five months, engaging - 
the services of a first grade male teacher, with very satisfactory results. : 
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I have recently paid official visita to the several schools of this county, 
and have. heen well satisfied with the abilities of the teachers, of the.ex- 
cellent order in their school rooms, and.in the seeming rapid progress ii: 
their pupils. s Е E 
I have the honor to.remain; 

- Your obedient servant. 
JOHN ORVÍS WATERMAN, 3 
Supt. Schools, Skamania Co., W. Т. 


THURSTON COUNTY. ` 
OLYMPIA, September 1, 1881. . 
Dr. J. В. HOUGHTON, 
Superintendent Public Instruction: 


` DEAR Sm: I beg respectfully to lay before you the following report 
of school matters in this county, with a few of my actions in connection 
therewith: ^ 


There are thirty-four organized districts in this county, in all of which, 
with two exceptions, at least three months school has been taught during the 
year just. closed. <A number have. maintained two terms (six months) of 
school. Last year the average term or tuition through all the districts was a 
fraction over four and one-half months. The present year, I think, shows 
an improvement in this respect, though the imperfect condition of some of ` 
the district clerks’ reports, and the failureof some others to make any report, 
prevents me from giving exact figures regarding time of tuition in all schools 
of the county. | 

All the schools in the county have been officially visited, examined and 
and addressed upon practical points referring: to education during the 
present year; with the exception of those which did not have school, or 
which failed to notify me of the teacher being at work. 

I regret that many districts in this county spend no more for educational 
purposes than the sum apportioned from the county school fund. I beheve 
there is a gradual improvement in this respect, especially in a few districts 
which are blessed witl the presence among their inhabitants of citizens who 
have an intelligent appreciation of the great,value of & common ‘schoo}-ed- 
ucation. Such men are willing to pay for this boon, and they manage to 
induce their.neighbors to do the same, sometimes. : Generally, however, they 
are allowed all the glory of doing this good work withoutany aid from 
others, who are fully as well able to doit, and who get equally as much ben- 
efit from ıt. This thing ought notto be permitted. No district witha dozen 
children of school age in it, should ever dream of being satisfied with Jess 
than six months’ school each year. To secure this, the law (section 81) pro- 
vides for such measures as are requisite, апа which will cause the burden to 
fall equally upon all property owners. ... - d 
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much fine’ gold,” is flowing away from then forever." The children, of 


evil which ought to be ended as speedily as possible. - Not a few of our ` 


able to find fault, because he or she is not.a better instructor than the , dis- - 
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“= PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. | 81 
^ Another atter to the importance of which T have not heretofore refer- 
red, in my report, is this: Parents and guardians should ‘see to tt, that all the 
q children under their care attend the public school all the time 3t їз in session- In 
#1 many instances this is nat the case. Some of the ‘children never attend the 
д ۷ school. Others go, only, when itsuits their convenience; and" parents or 
я guardians never seem to imagine that а blessing more to be desired “than 


course, cannot ‘appreciate this, but there ‘ought to be some way of impressing 
upon responsible persons- the fact, that their neglect is not only & crime 
against the chief sufferers, but dangerous to the state; because; as а general 
a rule, though it has exceptions, the ignorant'are the dangerous, v vicious classes 
Ш ОГ our population. 

The state is, by the claims of common honesty, bound to deliver to her 
citizens the article for which the. school tax is demanded and paid; in the 
form of arising generation, educated in the subjects of common school tui- 
N tion. _ This: result can be obtained in no other manner than by compelling 
Ж | -the attendance at school, of all children within certain years of age, unless 
B'- for good cause shown. County superintendents máy вее fit to excuse any 
B particular individuals from such attendance. The state should not compel 
the taxpayer to disburse his money for an object, promised by it, but 


чеч #34 


which ptomiséis not fulfilled. _ . ۰ 
: The frequent changes of teachers made in | many of our districts i is " 


t коза 


‚ Schools employ two or more different teachers, during the year, each one of 
whom must spend half a term, more or legs, studying Yhe characters of the 
pupils in order to know how best to draw out their mental powers. This is 
an inexcusable waste of valuable time. The reason often given for, those 
frequent changes of teachers is that they do not give entire satisfaction. Ido 
not pretend to say that the “teachers of Thurston county are all perfect. I 
regret to say they are not. But I do вау that they are fully. ва good as we 
ought to expect, for the money we pay them. Some people do not seem to 
know it; but there are qualifications, requiring time and money in their ac- 
quirement, necessary to the holding of even в third grade certificato in this 
county. Yet some districts think they can pay for the time occupied in 
teaching, as well as the time and cash spent in getting ready to teach, with a 
amaller salary “then is paid to some Chinese cooks in this same county of 
Thurston. I ‘know that money is всвгсе; - and I have heard alk the other 
reasons that are given for this Shylock business. ` I; also, know that some. of 
the reasons are fair ones. But it is not fair to expect a first-grade teacher for 
a less salary than is paid to а kitchen Chinaman. Moreover, when a third 
grade teacher is employed at less than а reisonable salary—it is not reason: 


trict has employed and agreed to pay for. - | - 
عم‎ The school law should be so amended as to compel all districts réport. 
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ing fifteen (15) or more children of school age, to,maintain school at least 
six months every year, with the same teacher for the whole term, unless 
good cause for removal be shown 40 the county superintendent, who shall 
approve the.disniissal of the teacher before it shall be'valid. This jmplies 
extra taxation in some districts; and-such‘taxation should take, ‘place 
wherever, necessary. , There might be some grumble 88 A Consequence; , 
but what of that? The state has а right to direct’ the expenditure of 
the money she gives for any.and ali purposes; ‘and she Баз thig right-i in 
school affairs. „With such a-legal, provision in'regard.to teachers’ - engage- 
ments, and the length of school terms, combined with. а compulsory ‘educa 
tional section;in our statutes, we can reasonably hope to gecure the largest 
and most-satisfactory returns for the money expended in the good.cause of 
education. ДК БЫ 


The following tabular statement. will os: ‘the status of the different 
didtricta i in the county, financial and otherwise. - І тергеб that the figures do 
not represent a larger increase it the number of childrenand a more liberal 


expenditure of money. " ы к, өй 
ы T - Ф 2 н ند‎ x = 
۱ 2 3 "9 
P вз [ra и 
2 S| =. |E ОКИБ: 
= = 5 to 93: 
2 Name of District. | 5 Re FS Name of District Bd ER 
| | -|- 2 : „28 
m „= او‎ 28] E А 
< 5 y ۰ - .` t 
Я ala 2 |. | 4 
1Olympia ........,| 367181468 00! 19۳۱۵۵۲ River. .....| 28} 2119 00 
Swantown... wrens 115 400 00 20 Mima. oreo و‎ eae w 18 B ‚18.00 
Я WestOlympia....| 23] 83 00 .21|Rhoades. .......| 15} 60 00 
4\Mud Bay......... "| 28 00| 22|Grand' Mound....| 51| 204 00 
bjBlack Lake.......| 18| 52 00 24|Couch.....-..;...|] :8] -12 00 
- OTumwater........ 388; 25|Skookum Chuck..| 80] 120 00 
TiNorth-Union..:...| 19| 16 26|Ticknor.......?..| 15] 60 00 
'SiChamber's Prairie} 14|' 86.001 2T7!Stony Point......| 14) 56 00 
9iSaye......-:.«.] UL] .44 00]. 28 Deschutes.i....+.. 33| 182 00 
10rWood... ...... ..| 18] .72 00 29|Coal Bank...s...| 48] 192 00 
„South Bay .......| 34| “186 00) S0|Hackshaw.......| 14 56 0 
12۲۳6۵005 .......:|; 82] 128 00] S1|Seatco.:.........| 20] > 80 0 
A8|Yelm.,.........- 20| 80 00 .S2|Black Hils.. ...| :8| - 92 00 
14|Franklin......... 33| ۰192 00| 33|Oyster Bay.......| 10| 4000, 
15 Rocky Prairie. ..: 11} 4400 Lake.............] 19] "76 0 
1 NOP ام ی‎ "40| 40.) 85 Sq. ee» 8 38% 
141۹0۵ -.,..<. seas 33} 133.00 > f 
. I8lLibcom مب‎ 27| 108 00 Total... PM B17 ТҮ 
a p s и submitted, cM HAE E OM. 
3 pui PEZ | Yours, ‘о о: é 
ISI MM o: THOMPSON; . | 


е „ш Spt: Schools, Thurston County, МУ. Т. 
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_ . PUBLIC ,INSTRUCTION. ... . ! 83 
oc ‚ . WALLA WALLA COUNTY. Soo vA „тылу 
- ۲ "m ' , Warrenune, September. 18th, isi” ` 
рв. J. 8. Норонтон, боа, 3 TID MS 
. , Superintendent Public Instruction: ,- -` las ol 


DEAR ŞIR: I haye been unable to Jearn when, or where the first ‘public 
school was taught in Walla Walla county. , „Bome, 0f the old settlers claim 
that the first school taught in the | county wag At Whitman, fiye miles west 
of Walla Walla, while others clainr different. .L follow, your. Tist of ques- 
tions as nearly as the records of my office will permit, and trust the result 7 
will besatisfactory. ۰ а, ی‎ LH уб xa ; 
Number ot school districts in county : 5... 2s eee queens NIMM y 39 
Number of school houses. ОИК ;, 8 
Number of districts in which school bas been taught during the year. . 36 
Number of. children of school age. теромей............ enr 9089 
Number. of children of ‘school age enrolled.,,..,........ oreor d ‚987 
Number under 4 years of age reported (a number ot clerks do mot re. vt 


са 


port under 4) eH hehehe ы مه دم‎ МЫЙ ge - 688 


^ fae 


Average duration of schools .......... sacs eere .. Tg months 
Number of 1st grade certificates issued during уевт,.............. Ч 
Number of 2d grade... موم من وه‎ нок аала 9 
“Number of 8d grade ۰۰۰22 عم‎ esasen 6 
Amount of school fund for 1880 and 1881.,........,.......... «- $20,864 40 
Average wages paid teachers—female,. <. دمم موم وه موه‎ ... 0 
ИЫ ч, و‎ 50 - 
Number new school houses built.. e.as. о.о مش‎ т. 9 
Number teachers’ institutes—1 county institute and 1 Shirritorial, in- 
stítute—eastern division. оне нь ee aa o oe ope ae 
Amount raised by special taxes ۰2 موی‎ ees موه‎ ep etm el зю 00 
|. Thereisa great deal of complaint against the present series of school 
books. u Dro © "RETI I 
"^ Ш regard fo the present school low; 1 think : there. shoüld be some 
chànges made, as the law isnot specific enough in some particulars.: * Those 
points touching- on teachers’ Certificates are ‘not pérfectly clear. Some’ of - 
our best lawyers hold that the: law gives the county superintendent’ power 
; fn tó grant certificates while otliers are of different opinion І 'also think that . 
# the idea of having the formation of new districts or the change. of boundary 
i5 lines of old ones, to go before the county commissioners, is а! decided mis. 
| \ "take. They are not supposed مه‎ be familiat with all the neighborhood 
Jocalities in their county, “and all such’ matters’ should be left entirely tothe 
county  superintendent.- Another defect in thedaw is that there" are و‎ по!феп. 
alties attdched for non-compliance with its requiréments. ` LUIS а SU - 


I believe about the only“ penalty is the. one for Don-compliance on “the 
part of ес county superintendent i in not making his Jeport to thé ‘Territo- 
rial superintendent i in | due time and i in the proper forma, and ав їп that cabe 
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a forfeiture of $100 ia to be  dedücted from his salary, which is only $40, I 
think fat is impracticable. I think the instructions given should not in all 
cases'be confined to the studies prescribed in the present school law; ТАБАК 
the study of mental arithmetic should by all means be includéd as well as 
‘some of the natural scfenoes. I certainly do:favor the: 'enactment'of à law 
compelling parents to send their children to some school, and ‘hope’ to ‘some 
E have the pleasure of voting for such a law. 

We have not a single graded school ín Walla Walla county; A fact 
Pon should cause the blüsh of shame to mantle with crimson the cheek of 
every lover of freedom in the entire county. 

The district schools (all the'public schools are district schools) are ina 
flourishing condition‘and none but good teachers аге being employed. The 
achoolhouses are xo distributed over the county ‘as to be accessable to ali. 
The schools during the past year were Well Attended and considerablé ad. 
Taücerent Was made; “All the schools In the county are in a fine condition 
financially, and the educational interests are rapidly increasing, and we 
‘hope by the time another report is made to be able to make a much better 
showing. - ` Yours very respectfully, | 

oe. a 0. ۲۲۰ WHEELER, 
_, Supt Schiosls, Walls Walla County, W. т, 


| WHATCOM COUNTY. 

. те ат00у6 August 81, 1881. 

Ds. J. 8. Takie 
-Buperintendent Public Tnitenetion: 
Dear Зв: Inclosed please find my report for school year ending to. 
day. The answer to question 8 is approximately'correct. Owing to failure 
-of clerks and teachers io report as required by Iaw I cannot answer that 
question exactly; but from calculating on returns made, I think it is very 
nearly correct. To question 10 I would say that there are nineteen teachers, 
seven of whom are males. In answer to question 17 I would say that com- 
-pelling, districts having just fifteen scholars to maintain а three months’ 
school in each year is cause of complaint. To illustrate. The apportion- 
-ment in this county is about $2.75 per scholar. Therefore a district of fif- 
-teen scholars will draw $41.95, a sum which уоп see is quite ingufficient to : 
maintain & three months’ school. Yet by the law they must keep three 
months, or lose their apportionment. To No. 19, I would suggest that two 
apportionments be made during the year. Something over two thousand 
. dollars bayo been lying in-the treasury of thiscounty since last J anuary. A 
large share of this money was owing to teachers for services during the узаг 
before, but who had to continue to wait for pay for want of a law to appor- 
tion the school money. Agsin,I would desire that in section fifty-thrée the 
word “sectarian” be stricken ouf, and the word “religious” Inserted ` in its 
place. Му reason for that із this: Home of the кон in this county aré 
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10 Amount of school fund for BBL. (9 10, 


PUBLIO INSTRUQTION. ۳۹ ^ 485. 
inclined to take up & portion of the: time. i in , religious exercises, that should ' 


day 001 afford sufficient facilities for devotional exercises, withoutusing, 


matters in this coünty are ^n & prosperous condition. "The people s seem ` 


1 The first school in Whitman. county, which жаз) аб 8 i publie school, 


9 There have been sixty: nine districts organized i in"this county; of this. 


5 
> 6 ‘ 
* Number of children under four years of ёре... :2..2.23 7 00 861- 
8 
9 


, 8 Number of teachers employed during the жа: eH 48 

۰ : Number of Ist grade cértificates issued during the yént..: e 6 
М n MGT 7 бах DE a r (Г 
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be devoted to the studies required by law. I think | that the church, and Bux. 


"A the public’ schools for that’ purpose: I think that religion and infidelity 
EC should stand on the same platform in relation to our public echoot alid that 
"n neither ought to-be toletated 1 therein. In conehtsion I ‘would say ti that ‘school 


alive to the, importance of furnishing educational а "advantages to their ‘child. 
ren. and are doing their best to further ‘the interests of the common 80061, 
The teachers throughout. the county, "with one or two exceptions, are giving 
good satisfaction. Teachers’ Wages, however, aré’ rather: smiall, but ате ав 


high as me districts are 5 8016 to рву. > А TOF 
: | 1 Yours respectfully, . err: 
2 a ce “wW. H. FOUTS- > Fr i 
Supt. School, Whatcom тшш т 
Е = i 
WHITMAN COUNTY. 


-~= +  Corsax, September 1, 1881. 
Dr. J. В. HOUGHTON, 
TREES Superintendent Public Instruction: " ^ 
Deak Sm: I have the honor to submit the following report fon the 
year just closed, which, I trust, will prove satisfactory." :^ ^ * = A. 


рс | was taught during the winter of 1872-3. ` , 
number eight have becomé defunct: ^ 77 
8 Number of achoolhousés (estimated). ... ..::.. КГ ی‎ A9 
4 Number of districts in which school has been | taught S 
uring the year nessa oen iem Т BL 
مساو‎ of «шш aculeis one ~ 2182 
Number of children enrolled. ОККО 1086 


E | "Wages paid teachere—Froii $25 to $75 per етой AE 2 


18 ‘ew ام‎ Бойы با‎ cB reete ri E vei E: 
14 Number of teachers’: institutes held: ‘during تا‎ 361 
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М І am not able to state t the amount raised by special si ан several 
districts that have raised. ‘uch tax have failed to report! the 
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districts report an àggregate of $243.30. 'I do not think чш we need any 


Rd 


change iu the studies now required to be faught. - 


_ There are no graded. schools in this county at present.’ We Hope’ to 
have one during the comingyear. . 

The chief defect in the school law, in my ‘judgment, i is the ambiguity of 
language in . Which some of its provisions ad requirements are expressed. 
I would suggest that gection thirty-two might bg. more intelligible to'some 
people if it were changed to read as follows: “No school district shall be 
entitled to receive any apportionment of county school moneys which shall 
not have maintained: public school for at least three months duting the pre- 
ceding school year," etc. И و‎ 


ty Section twenty-five is also faulty in not making provision for the pay- 


ment of the teachers that the county superintendent is required to call to his 


2 
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| ¥ assistance in forming an examining board. 


Respectfully Yours, 
۰ ° “M. T. CRAWFORD, 
< Supt. Schools, Whitman County, W. T. 
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“YAKIMA COUNTY. 
Tr هه‎ ۱ Beptember 12, 1881. 
De. J. S. Ночевнтом,  .- E 
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Superintendent Public Instruction: 

Dean бтв: In addition to the tabular report herewith transmitted, 

and in compliance with your request, I further report as follows: Р 
۲ IMPROVEMENTS IN BOHOOL LAW. З | 

I would suggest that the time for holding. teachers" examinations be 
changed tonear the first, of March and, September. Perhaps nearly four- 
fifths of all-the schools i in the Territory. begin their ‘terms in April, May or 
September. Hence, 83 ‘the law now stands, county superintendents : are over- 
‘ whelmed with applications і for permits to teach until the time of the regular 
examination. The change- proposed тоша, in а great measure, remedy this 

‘evil. - 

1 think, it would be better to have district clerks and directors make 3 
joint annual report to the county superintendent on the first Saturday in 
. September. I would also cos that the annual school election be held at 
` thesame ище... .... E 


Ali applicants for teacher. certificates should % required to present 
satisfactory evidences that they possess good moral character, before being 


97 permitted to, pass an ‹ examination, before the county board, and county sup- 


‚ erintendents should be vested with authority to revoke teachers? certificates 
‚ for immoral conduct, failure to discharge duties prescribed by law, or gross 
inefficiency i in teaching—teachers to haye, the right, to appeal 1 to the "Territo- 
` rial superintendent. PT 
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| x educational purposes, and the fact that the perpetuity of our institutions is, " 
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8 1 ani not iu favor of any ۵7 ages in the present school law; and 
would recomménd no further àmendménts than what aré absolutely -néces- 
sary to harmonize - -conflicting clauses ‘and ‘render its provisions more ex? 
plicit and: ا‎ Ж ро мыкы Шы Qc LEE 

XN , ^  OHÁNGE IN STUDIES... J, ба 5 
- i think the studies now authorized to be taught should be sû extended: 88 
to include book-keeping snd civil government; and that composition should, 
be substituted for the more abstruse study of grammar; ^ «= - ` "u 

CONFINING INSTRUCTIONS TO BRANCHES SPECIFIED IN SCHOOL LAW, , °° < 
J think instructions in our schools should not at present be confined to 
the studies specified in the scbool law; “but, ! should not be. 80 extended as to 
materially i impair efficiency of instruction in the more usefull ones already 
prescribed. ae E ii Hao 
E Е COMPULSORY EDUCATION. FT 
‚ A law "compelling parents orguardians.to send their children 4d. some 
school," if wise and, just in its provisions, would be of incalculable benefit. 


to our country. The munificent provisions of опг national government for 
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; in a great meagure, dependent upon the education of the people, impera- 
IJ tively demand that, the youtha of our country shall be prepared for a full 
comprehension and intelligent exercise of the responsibilities and, duties of 
American citizenship. -| . = ۲ "Lc & 

m f SCHOOL LAW AND BLANK FORME... - —— 

There are twenty-four school districts in this ong and but little more 
than half as many copies of the school law. Every teacher and school ۰ 
;cer in the Territory Should be furnished with the school law, and supplied 
"with “all necessary "blank forms: for reports: “Until they afe so’ supplied all 
will be confusion. Surely our legislators; soon to assemble at Olympia, will 
وی‎ hearts sufficiently to supply this great and : erying want 20 
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TEACHERS FAULTY IN ORTHOGRAPHY. AS 

Close observation has convinced те that most teachers are more defec. 
tive in orthography than any other branch. ,This is more especially appa- 
rent in'their pronunciation. ‘ Good pronunciation is one of the most ust 
ful acquirements, and should receive its due share of attention. I'hold that 
no'teacher-should.be permitted -to teach in.tlie public schools of this Terri. 
tory who is поб capable of pronouncing correctly: бегу word tn Watson's 
speller.. Any teacher of ordinary capacity can master that work i ina very 
Short time, and should be compelled. to do во. To: this end'T suggest that 
orthography be made a “test, branch, ? and that ‘the | examination. of ‘teachers - 


meo S toe oe pA 


therein be made more rigid and | thorough. NEUE 
EDUCATIONAL PROGRESS.OF THE COUNTY. © - 
The records of Uy | office show that ‘the first school taught in. the county 
was 8 private: school, and was taught in 1864. They also show that the 


county was divided into six large ‘and-sparsely settled school districts by Mr. 
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Parrish, ‘its first superintendent, some time during the year 1868, and that. 
the first disttict school ever taught. in the county, was taught 11869. The 
number of children of school age in ће county in 1868 was 116, and there 
was not a schoolhouse iu the county. At this time there are twenty-four 
school districts, nineteen schoolhouses, and over eleven hundred children of 
school age. Taking into, consideration: the isolated position of our county, 
and the factthat. until quite recently ita settlers. have been almost conitantly 
harrassed by Indian troubles, Min s isa gu. of which our мере may. 
well feel proud. : 1 


Bince I came into office, last spring, I have visitéd fourteen of the 
twenty-four districts of the county, and found ‘most of the schools well 
attended and in a flourishing condition. I endeavored to impreas upon the 
minds of the children the great importance of education as a preparation 
for future success and usefulness. I also inspected the schoolhouses, school 
grounds and their appurtenances, noted particularly the methods of school 
government and instruction of the different teachers, and. propose to embody 
the thoughts thereby suggested їп an address to the next teachers’ institute 
of the county. I was pleased to note that most of the teachers were fully 
impressed with the duties and responsibilities of their high calling, and 
evinced a. commendable interest in the intellectual, moral and physical i 
struction of the children committed to their charge. 

Several private schools have been taught in the county the past year. 
The one kept by the Sisters of Charity, ' at Yakima City, is a good zn and. 
is well supported. .’ 


re yet our county has but few good. schoolhouses, but the recent advent 
of several large steam sawmills, planers and other improved machinery, has 
giyen an impetus to the construction of school buildings, which will not stop 
until our county is dotted with beantiful white schoolhouses—sure evidences 
of a ripening civilization. 


A largé and commodious schoolhouse, designed for a graded achool, ie 
now being erected in Yakima City. A portion of it will be ready for occupan- 
cy by the middle of October. When completed, it will be an ornament to the 
fown, and supply а lóng-felt want: The citizens of Ellensburg, a young and 
growing town in the beautiful valley of Kittitas, also contemplate the erec- 
tion of a school building at an early day. 


Hoping, that the school year just beginning may be one of unusual 
prosperity, "aud that the advancement, of the educational "interests of c our 
Territory may be as marked and rapid as the development. of her wonderful 
resources. ` І have the honor to remain, А _ 


jx (SES Your obedient servant, 


a E W.H.PETERSON, .. 
(ds К mE Supt. Schools, Yakima County, W. To 
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: à S а *, Bearra, September 80, 1881. TEC 
Dr. J.B. HOUGHTON, E deni uet = 
‘Superintendent Public Instruction: | ae ee oe ee 


Duin Sm: Since my last report їо’ the Territorial sisal, tlie ; 
schools of- King connty have made good progress. This has heed due 
mainly to two causes—an increased- school fand and the iuiprovetientof т 
our teachers by strict examination and the "opportunity of receiving.special- - 
training in theniormat department of the University." King county has taken 
advantage of the new ‘révunue“law by raising the school tax to eight mills 
on the dollar. I think no other county in the Territory has done that. This 
fund enables the smallest of districts to have at leastthree months’ of- school” 
annually; -While- in several of the largest districts a ten months’ school | 

is maintained. "A 


In the examination of teachers, the board of examiners TS aimed to be - 
strict, just and impartial. As a result of this, in the séven examinations 
~ held, but six teachers have obtained first-grade certificates.. And isn’t that, 
as it should be? Let the standard of a first-grade certificate be kept high, _ 
and our teachers, when they have obtained one, will have gained a prize of 
^ « "which they may well be proud. I certainly think & teacher Tacks ambition Р 
who will stop short of a first-grade, 


۲ i s dini 
I think there should be some form of compulsion i in the matter of atten- 
dance of pupils. I know of many instances of children leaving school for А 
no other reason than that the te&cher administeted mild punishment for 
offense. One teacher has been looge in his government; his successor tries 
to bring the school up to a good:standard of discipline. Аз aresultsome ` 
of the children go home and say: “I don't like that old teacher; he is во ` 
ugly" The parent's heart is touched; and he replies, “You- -needn't go . no 
more.” The law should require every teacher to maintain a certain stand. 
ard of discipline or receive no pay. Then, if parents do not see fit to send 
` their children to school the law should enforce attendance. Of course a pa 
compulsory law should be mild: “Say require an. attendance of three 7 s 
months annually by all scholars living within two miles of a schoolhouse. .- — - 
T think-perhaps if the school fund ‘were to be apportioned among the -. : 
several districts in proportion to the aggregate number. of days’ attendance ^^ ^ 4 
‘of the pupilefof each district, and not according to the number of children эз 
of school age, that better attendance would be aecnred. People would then. 
take a lively interest in the attendance of all children and devise méans to . .- 
. induce them to attend more ‘regularly. LP M. Е 
T have made the foregoing statements in answer to the. question in the - ~ 
blanks, Bent me: “What ше would < .you жыр. as our IE Percent school" 


law." i - 
There are now thirty-one organiza’ school анн in ‘King county. C 
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During the months of July, August-and ‘September just passed, I have vis- 
ited schools. in twenty-seven: of these districts. То do so [had to travel over 
seven hundred miles. : te ee. eS 
The schools. of Seattle were long since ка Шу райо; Their rapid 
progress since. then shows the advantage of the graded system. With the 
University located in our city, our pupils have the opportunity to take a 
thorough graded course of study from the primary to collegiate. course. : 
а ЖАКЕ Respectfully submitted, 1 

. . us саў E.S, INGRAHAM, . 
^n Supt. Schools, EE County, WT. 
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